SEARCH FOR FAITH--  ORIGINAL THOUGHT ESSAYS
JUDAISM
Is it fair to Judaism to categorize it as a “religion of law?”  What is the importance of halakah?  Or is this categorization an error-filled interpretation?

Write a meditation or sermon based on a passage in the book of Exodus or a prophetic texts mentioned in Judaism.

What are suggested ways to live out one's Jewish religion faithfully, honoring the ancient traditions of Judaism yet living in contemporary society?

There are many Judaisms.  Which one do you resonate most with?  Ultra-Orthodox, Orthodox, Conservative, Reform or Secular?  Why?  Using Cosgrove and Professor Neff's lectures, go deep into your reasons.

What is the importance of Torah study in maintaining a vibrant faith?  What spiritual benefits does Torah study confer upon oneself and contribute to one's faith community?

How does Judaism understand its two-fold obligation to care for its own Jews, yet, at the same time, care for the needs of the whole world?  To be particular yet universal?  How is this commitment honored and valued by all the branches of Judaism?

How is Judaism an intellectual community?  How are the teachings and commandments of Judaism a clarion call to members of a synagogue to in-depth engagement of theology as applied to life in the real world.

How do Judaism and Catholicism affirm and critique the scientific findings of the theory of evolution?  At the same time, how do Judaism and Catholicism add their special theology of creation of human beings?

The prophets proclaimed that “God does not just demand justice.  God is justice” (Abraham Heschel).  How is seeking justice and seeking tikkun olam (healing of the world) an important part of being a faithful Jew?

Rabbi Shai Held says that the “covenantal tragedy” of Judaism is Jews seeking to be spiritual through piety and prayer-- or people seeking to be spiritual by seeking charity and advocating justice.  How are the two linked?  

According to our Jewish authors, can you be “spiritual but not religious?”  If so, how?  Why?  If not, why not?

What do Judaism and Catholic Christianity teach about being created in the image of God?

What do Judaism and Catholic Christianity teach about the nature of sin and its effect on humans?

CATHOLICISM AND CHRISTIANITY
How is Christianity or Catholicism an intellectual community?  How is the call to be a disciple framed around the call to be theologically engaged with a living tradition, on one hand, and life in the real world on the other?

Using Hellwig and Professor Neff's powerpoints, write a sermon or meditation based on any passage in the Gospel of Luke.

How is the life, death and resurrection the heart of the Christian faith?

What doctrine of the Christian faith is the most difficult to believe? Using Hellwig and other 

show how you wrestle with your theological beliefs and come to a sense of resolution.

Write a letter to your parish priest or pastor about your church.  Using Hellwig and Professor Neff's powerpoints, affirm or critique your congregational life. State how you think your congregation or parish could better improve your worship, fellowship, community building, education, service and social justice in order to become a more accurate reflection of the teaching and example of Christ..

Bonhoeffer warned about the dangers of “religion-less Christianity” taking over contemporary culture-- he said that people will worship God, Jesus and the Spirit without any meaningful grounding in life-with-others; without any accountability, challenge or support derived from participation in a church; without any tradition or historical belief as a guide. For him, “Christ exists as community;  Christ only exists in community.” What do you believe about the necessity and importance of a community to live out a full, vital spiritual existence?
Cardinal Avery Dulles gave six models of the church. The prevailing model, the Institutional Model, is the most antithetical to the biblical understanding. Yet it is the model or metaphor that most Catholics are familiar.  How can the Church become more church-like, in the spiritual sense of the word?  Detail an educational program to help church members or youth group members rethink their ideas about the church in fresh, creative ways, using other metaphors and models which are more meaningful.
Being Catholic is a juggling act. How is this statement true or false? How does a committed Catholic honor the authority of the church within its living tradition, yet at the same time, remain true to one’s own contemporary beliefs, values and experiences?  Detail your answer.

Do you agree or disagree with this quote? “My being hungry is a physical issue. My neighbor being hungry is a spiritual issue.” (Nicholas Berdyaev)

How is the ecological crisis a spiritual crisis for our times? What resources do the religions of Judaism and Christianity have to address this crisis? How is environmental justice an opening and an opportunity for growing closer to God, and, at the same time, building a sense of community among all the world’s peoples?  How can religion help save the planet's future?

What Catholic Social Teaching is most important to you?  Why? How would you like to see this teaching implemented and put into practice at city, state, national and global levels?  By the church as well as by the government?

How does the University do in living out our Catholic heritage?  Our Catholic identity?  In living out our Catholic Social Teachings and La Sallian core values?  Using the writings of Hellwig and Professor Neff's powerpoints, write an affirmation and critique of Catholic higher education here at the University.

